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illustrated. 1888 Excerpt: ... Complications. --Polyuria. --Termination of Case. --Autopsy. --Modes of Termination
of the Disease. --Stages of the Process. --Explanation of the Albuminuria. C ENTLEMEN, --I take the opportunity
to-day of drawing your attention to a pure example of waxy or amyloid disease of the kidneys, from which
those of you who attended my wards last summer have already learned some useful lessons. The case was that
of the patient A. D., who came in on 27th May, 1886, suffering from polyuria. His urine was of very low specific
gravity--as a rule, about 1005, or even lower, and at the time of his admission was free from albumen. The case
looked at first like one of diabetes insipidus, but very shortly after his admission it was found that, though cold
nitric acid continued to give no perceptible reaction, some of the more delicate tests did give a slight opacity
indicative of albumen. After a time a very faint cloud was produced by nitric acid, and gradually, but steadily,
the albumen increased. Here, then, we had polyuria with slight albuminuria, and the case was on that account
suspected to be one of waxy kidney. But there was no apparent cause of waxy disease, and in the absence of
that kind of evidence, there was some hesitation about the diagnosis. True, he had had chronic suppuration
once, of which he still showed tokens in old cicatrices on the right side of the chest, but this suppuration had
entirely ceased eight...
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