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wonder. She scarcely closed her eyes that night; but when she awoke at daybreak out of a troubled slumber,
the whole appeared to her like a distempered dream. On descending into the hall, however, the truth of the
vision was established, for beside the fountain she beheld the silver lute glittering in the morning sunshine. She
hastened to her aunt, to relate all that had befallen her, and called her to behold the lute as a testimonial of the
reality of her story. If the good lady had any lingering doubts, they were removed when Jacinta touched the
instrument, for she drew forth such ravishing tones as to thaw even the frigid bosom of the immaculate
Fredegonda, that region of eternal winter, into a genial flow. Nothing but supernatural melody could have
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