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Administrator may waive the requirement to pay the non-Federal share of the cost of carrying out an eligible
activity if the Adminis-trator determines that an eligible entity is unable to pay, or would experience significant
financial hardship if required to pay the non-Federal share. This section authorizes 300 million per year for
each of fiscal years 2006 through 2010. ISCUSSION D In this section, the committee acknowledges there is a
growing interest in providing grant funding for the common goals of restor-ing watershed functions;
upgrading treatment works; assisting POTWs in complying with new and existing Federal pollution con-trol
requirements; identifying alternative water supplies; and ad-dressing high priority projects, such as storm
water, combined sewer overflows and nutrient loadings. In the previous versions of the water infrastructure bill,
S. 1961 in the 107th Congress and S. 2550 in the 108th Congress, the committee has considered lan-guage in the
water infrastructure bill that authorizes several inde-pendent and narrowly focused grant programs focusing
on specific water bodies or regions. S. 1400 recognizes that grant funding for watershed restoration and critical
water infrastructure projects is needed across the country. In prioritizing projects under this new section, the
Administrator must consult with State and local gov-ernments and the public and private entities active in local
water-shed planning and restoration eIorts to identify high priority projects. The Administrator must also
ensure an equitable distribu-tion of funding between all eligible categories to ensure that one high-cost
category does not dominate the prioritization of projects and...
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