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the British Frigate Guerrier, on the 19th August, 1812 Had I for the subject of my story the veteran warrior of the
revolution-whose sear-indented breast bore attestation of his presence with embattled hosts-I should have
found, in the variety of circumstance incident upon a course of lustrous events, a suEiciency of narrative to
interest the feelings of my brethren. Or, were I endowed with the fascinating powers of an orator, I might
presume, by the force of eloquence, to command the attention which I am now compelled to solicit. Eulogy of
the dead, in modern days, has nearly lost its force. Panegyric is blazoned forth to depict ideal virtues, which
had been else unknown. Merit is confounded with baseness-honour with disgrace. Praise and encomium are
indiscriminately lavished upon the virtuous and the immoral citizen. The laboured and pompous tribute of
respect is now no longer viewed as a record of the public regret, but is regarded as the mere ebullition of
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