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Conijelco, LLC, United States, 2014. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 216 x 140 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****The average guy on the street misunderstands a lot of things and poker
and psychology are right up there with string theory in physics and mathematical models of economics. But
there s a curious twist here. They know they don t get string theory and economics, but they often think they get
poker and psychology. They typically do not. Most people think that poker is gambling like other casino games
such as roulette, baccarat or even the slots. It isn t. Those are games of pure chance, dominated by random
outcomes. Poker is a game of skill where the decisions players make trump the random distributions of cards.
Poker is a game played with cards for money. The cards are the least important part of the game. It is
ridiculously complicated. Going out on a limb the author claims that it is the most complex game people play
regularly. It is more complex than chess or bridge or backgammon. Poker is also a microcosm of life. If you
play the game seriously you know this. Because the game mirrors so much of life it shares many psychological
burdens. We are the products of evolution and, as anthropologists, evolutionary psychologists and sociologists
have shown, our genetic history carries with it a set of behavioral predispositions. If threatened we are prone to
counterattack. If stressed we often lose our deliberative abilities. When we are the conquerors, certain neuro-
hormonal changes occur in our brains. If conquered, different ones do and they do very different things. We
pride ourselves on rationality but the ascension of our species works against it. When things look bleak, we
reach for gods and angels, faces...
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