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Summary: Wall Street Journal "[Emmerson draws] upon an impressive range of contemporary source
material, ranging from travel guides and memoirs to unpublished diaries, newspaper reports and diplomatic
memos. They give a vivid portrait of the rapid changes occurring in daily life around the globe.Charles
Emmerson captures all the world"s hope and excitement as it experienced an economic El Dorado. ' is history
without hindsight at its best." Washington Post "In each city the author vividly surveys the political, economic
and cultural scenes. The effect is transpting 1913 is both passport and time machine. The centenary of the Great
War will no doubt see the publication of many fine histories of the conflict, but few are likely to paint so alluring
a portrait of the world that was consumed by it -- and that helped bring it about." Daily Beast "With the
looming 100th anniversary of World War I, a spate of books about the not-so-Great War have begun to emerge.
Emmerson's effort stands out for several reasons. First, Emmerson ranges widely, from Germany to Paris,
from Bombay to Tokyo. Second, he is a sparkling writer, his narrative rarely flags and he has amassed a
startling amount of detail." The Economist "[Emmerson] aims not to explain what caused or was lost to the
war, but to retrieve from the partial glare of hindsight the world in which it erupted. This is no modest
undertaking. Mr Emmerson draws from a wide range of sources, including memoirs, billboards and
newspapers, to recreate a year that was fairly uneventful. . Not unlike Marcel Proust's "In Search of Lost Time",
the first instalments of which were published in 1913, his narrative finds coherence in the unremarkable. [W]hat
emergesis a...
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