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indexed. Not illustrated. 1915 Excerpt: .and this fact certainly indicates that the menace of the feeble-minded in
our large cities at least should be guarded against at the outset. It is true that a straight literacy test would
exclude many normal persons who come from countries where education is not common, and on first thought
we are confronted by the alternative of altruism with damage to ourselves, or self-preservation necessitating
unsympathetic treatment of those poor Europeans who are doing what our own ancestors did one hundred
and fiJy years ago. There are a number of tests of intelligence however, apart from the literacy test. //. A
certain number of feeble-minded children are not only the children of alien parents, but are themselves actually
born in Europe. The writer has seen probably a dozen since the beginning of the present year--five months ago.
The question of the deportation in the case of these children is a very prominent one. Such action, however, is
not being taken, the majority of the cases being handled by private charities, many of them sectarian in
character and not disposed to place community welfare before the welfare of the individual child in their
hands. It was not the business of the medical examiner to secretly report these cases to the federal authorities,
and the result, so far as I know, is that these children will remain in this country a permanent burden on the
state. One should not, however, criticise too harshly those organizations which fail to...
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