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indexed. Not illustrated. 1872 Excerpt: .signs of decline, and in which no violations of the theory here laid down
are committed, will never have in it any drones or drone-comb, will never attempt to raise a queen, and
consequently never cast a swarm. The wax-workers will supply all the comb needed for brood and honey, the
maximum of strength will be kept up, and the only reasonable limit to the amount of surplus honey will be the
amount of the supply in the flowers. The periods here given as governing the diFerent operations are
necessarily variable, as they depend on circumstances not named, but are about the average, in a normal
colony, during the honey-harvest. We have reports of the Italian bee reaching its imago state in eighteen days,
and in other instances it is lengthened to twenty-four; but, as we conceive, these fall under the head of
irregularities, and indicate an abnormal state, of the colony. For a fuller elucidation of this theory the articles
entitled Why do Bees construct Queen-cells? and The Genesis of the Honey Bee, should be read in this
connection. DOES A QUEEN STING HER ROYAL RIVAL? BY MRS. ELLEN S. TUPPER, OP IOWA. This is a question
which I would like to have answered by any one who has any knowledge of the matter. We find interesting
accounts of the battles of rival queens in works upon the bee, but we find also various other things given as
facts which our observation does not confirm...
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