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grade: 2,1, University of Sunderland (English Department),
course: English Past and Present, 13 entries in the bibliography,
language: English, abstract: Passage of time is a contributory
factor to linguistic change (Pyles 78). Language change cannot
be considered without its context in time. Developments take
place daily but can best be recognized by categorizing the
changes into the existing period classifications and comparing
them to the changes in a different period in the evolution of the
English language. The following essay will examine linguistic
features of the Old English period, which can be dated from 450
to 1150 and compare and contrast them to the Middle English
period, which can typically be dated from 1150 to 1500. These
two periods have been chosen because they follow successively
and therefore show direct linguistic changes. The most
important one to be scrutinized will be the fact that Old English
has been a synthetic language, 'one that indicates the relation of
words in a...
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