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Pascrell, Dicks, Harman, Lowey, Norton, Christensen, Etheridge
and Thompson (ex officio). Mr. King. The subcommittee will
come to order. Good morning. Let me first welcome our
distinguished witnesses and say how much we appreciate your
appearance before us today. The purpose of todays hearing is
to evaluate the Department of Homeland Security and Health
and Human Services implementation of the Project BioShield
Act of 2004. Initially proposed by the President in his State of
the Union address in 2003 and enacted into law exactly 1 year
ago, BioShield was designed to address the lack of a
commercial market for countermeasures against CBRN
weapons, creating incentives for biotechnology and
pharmaceutical companies to invest and do research in the
development of such products. This hearing is not the first on
BioShields implementation nor, I am afraid, will it be the last.
Various House and Senate committees have held numerous
committees examining the Department of Health and Human
Services BioShield responsibilities, effectiveness of BioShields
market incentives and the need...
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