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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1873 edition. Excerpt: . easy communication was thus maintained. Truly a far more
interesting picture than the present compound of drains, gas-works, and duckponds (with all deference to
modern improvements be it said), was the ancient church standing out in the deep stream, its lights serving as
a beacon for the old craft of the Thames, and the splash of the waves mingling with the sounds of its ancient
services. The scene recalls the lines-- Merrily sang the monks of Ely, When that Cnut king rowed by. Come row,
my knights, row near the land, And hear we these monks sing. Features of an opposite nature in this varied
district are indicated by Bloomfield s lines, with whom Erith was a favourite object of ramble while he resided at
Shooter s Hill. O er eastward uplands gay or rude, Along to Erith s ivied spire, | start with strength and hope
renewed, And cherish life s rekindling fire. Now measure vales with straining eyes, Now trace the churchyard s
humble names, Or climb brown heaths abrupt, that rise And overlook the winding Thames. That the present
road from the village of Erith to the site of Lesnes Abbey skirted the river, being only just raised above the level
of high water, while the churchyard jutted as a promontory into the stream, is sufficiently demonstrated by the
character of the ground in this place. The churchyard edged by the road is of pure sand and pebbles, while
the...
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