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said of the present generation of undergraduates. In reply, he told me, doubtless with some exaggeration, that
the opinions of the undergraduates are in chronic opposition to those of their tutors. It takes about twenty
years for a budding student to grow into a full-blown don. Whence it follows that there are cycles of about forty
years, during half of which the University rises in Liberalism, while during the other half it falls; or rather, the
dons and the undergraduates are at the opposite ends of an intellectual seesaw, so that while the former are
rising the latter are falling, and vice versa. When you were at Oxford, he said to me, all the good men were
Liberals; they couldnt help it. But now it is all changed. Many of the able undergraduates are Conservative; and
those of an original turn take up JEstheticism ! One who was his pupil in 1850 writes: --In my own case, the
greatest piece of intellectual insight he showed was in persuading me to give up Natural Science as my main
pursuit. You care for the literature of science, and for the results of science; you dont really care for science
itself. You read Bacon and Herschels Introduction, and the Vestiges, and Humboldts Cosmos; but you dont come
into chapel with the mud of Shotover and the railway cuttings sticking to your knees....
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