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In 1710, Hans Josh Heydt, or Yost Hite, as his name is spelled in English documents dated at the time of his
emigration, a native of Alsace. Germany, came from Strasbnrg to New York, with his wife, Anna Marie, nee du
Bois, and their little girl, Mary. He came in his own ships, Brigantine SwiH and Schooner Friendship, bringing
with him sixteen (some say more) Dutch and German families, as tenants for lands he expected to settle. Hite
remained in Kingston, New York, until 1715, when he came south to Germantown, Penn. In 1717, we find him on
the Schuylkill River, where he bought lands, and in 1720 built a mill at the mouth of Perkiomen Creek, and a
dwelling house, which is at present the country home of Gov. Samuel Pennypacker, of Pennsylvania, and
became a thriHy, enterprising farmer and manufacturer. The mills are now called Pennypacker s Mills. At this
time the Indians, maddened by the encroachments of the whites, took revenge by making raids upon the
colonists in both Pennsylvania and Maryland, ruthlessly murdering settlers and destroying property. In 1728, a
petition signed by Yost Hite and many others, for protection against the Indians was presented to Gov. Gordon
of Pennsylvania, who ignored the petition and the atrocities became more frequent and more cruel. Hite
became disgusted by the culpable indiIerence of the government and inaugurated a scheme to re-emigrate
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