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outside these bricks are lined with burnt tiles. The tiles almost invariably carry in the middle the impression of
the stamp of the king who used them. The ruins of Ur (Mugheir), on the western bank of the Euphrates, occupy
a considerable space, shut in Pg 289 by the remains still traceable, of a wall, running in an oval shape, and from
three to four miles in circumference. Amid these ruins rises, to the north-west, a heap of bricks and broken tiles,
which is even now about 70 feet above the surface of the plain. On a plateau about 20 feet in height is a
rectangular building, with the four sides directed exactly to the four quarters of the sky. The two longer sides
are about 200 feet in length, the shorter sides are about 130 feet. It was a solid mass of brick, joined with
bitumen, about 27 feet high; the outer walls, of burnt tiles, are about 10 feet thick. Buttresses of eight feet in
breadth surround the whole story at short distances. The centre of the structure is pierced by narrow air-
passages extending from one side to the other. On this story is a second, 120 feet in length by 75 feet in breadth,
and even now about 17 feet high. The ruins lying on this point to a third story, which may have contained the
actual temple. There are traces still remaining of the entrance, which led up from the outside. The tiles of the
lower story bear the stamp, Urukh, king of Ur, has erected the temple of the god Sin; on...
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