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trol of economies, diversifying industries, reforming labor markets to promote productivity and avenues for
advancement, revamping weak education systems, creating new roles for women, and improving scientific and
technological capabilities. It would also include political reform. Arab reformers meeting in Alexandria, Egypt in
March, for example, declared that they wanted without ambiguity, genuine democracy. After heated debate,
the recent Arab summit that occurred May 22 and 23 in Tunis resulted in calls for greater democracy, womens
rights, and human rights in the region. That these issues were raised on the agenda was a new phenomenon. A
dialog on reform and modernization is taking place in governments, academia, media, and other
organizations in the region. This dialog is vibrant and reflects American ideals of freedom, despite what
President Mubarak of Egypt has identified as unprecedented hatred in the Arab world for Americans after Iraq.
As the United States and the G-8 nations consider how to boost economic development in the Greater Middle
East, we must examine how democratic reform fits into this process. Some experts have said that if many
countries in the region held elections tomorrow, the result might be Islamic theocracies just as undemocratic as
the current governments. In other words, the concern is that elections would produce one man, one vote, one
time. So the question arises, how can the region move to full democracy in stages What other democratic and
civic institutions need to be built or strengthened before a country is ready for full democracy Would partial
measures inevitably be used by the existing powers to put off democracy indefinitely We also must examine...
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