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indexed. Not illustrated. 1881 Excerpt: to each other at some interesting point in their discourse, and but
partially aware that they are the cynosure of neighbouring eyes, till the vast dark portal of the Palazzo
swallows them up; and they vanish as we shut our magic glass into the unfathomable darkness of the past.
Where all save the spirit of man is divine! says Byron of Greece. VOL. I. L Thrice, at the bidding of the Republic,
Boccaccio undertook a journey to Avignon--once, in 1354, to Innocent VL., in order to ascertain (which it was
exceedingly difficult to do) the Pontiffs real sentiments as to the proposed coming to Italy of Carlo, King of
Bohemia, then elected Emperor; and once again, in 1365, to Urban V., to persuade him that his doubts of the
friendly and devout sentiments of the Florentines towards the Holy See were unfounded. But we may easily
imagine that the embassy which the travelled poet undertook with the most pleasure was that which took him
to Padua on the errand of persuading Petrarch to accede, to the pressing invitation of the Signory to make
Florence his home. The date of this expedition to Padua, as that of so many other of Boccaccio s journeys, is
uncertain, although we have two accounts of it--one by the Archbishop of Ragusa, Ludovico Beccadelli, in his
Life of Petrarch, and the other by Petrarch himself in the letter he sent back to the Florentines by the hands of
Boccaccio. He writes...
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