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edition. Excerpt: .certainly believed that Methodism and the
Gospel were as nearly as possible identical; the fact that he
uttered such a petition, unites with other evidence to prove that
there were not at that time any regular Methodist preaching
services in the place. Indeed, so far as can be ascertained, the
attempts, reaching over a period of more than thirty years, to
introduce Methodism into the town, were only of the nature of
occasional visits of evangelists from Preston. The services were
held for a considerable time in Mercer s house; afterwards for
a while in a painter s shop; and June, 1885. very often, when
necessity or choice so decided, in the open air on the beach.
But the people who attended the services were entirely of the
poorer classes; and owing to local prejudices, so little progress
was made, that when Mr. Hincksman...
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