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1895 The system of reduction of gold-bearing ores with stamps, as at present carried out in California, is the
result of progressive improvement during the past forty-four years. The first successful mill in this State was
built in the winter of 1850-51, and used steam for power. Starting with the ancient Mexican arrastra, crushing,
with the help of a mule and one man, a few hundred pounds of ore at a charge, we have progressed to the
present aggregation of mechanical appliances, as seen in the modern stamp-mill, requiring great motive
power, and disposing of hundreds of tons of ore in the course of a day. This progression is largely the result of
accumulated practical experience on the part of the designers and builders of mills, as well as of the millmen in
the handling of the various gold ores. Of late years scientific investigations have greatly aided in improving
both the process and the mechanism. That the results accomplished have been of economic value is evident
from the fact that while formerly a yield of 30 to 40 of the total gold in the ore was the average obtained, the
best mills of to-day are able to more than double these figures. That our methods may still be improved upon,
and the margin of wasted gold be further narrowed down, is the point for which all intelligent millmen are
striving. While the stamp-mill itself had been used for crushing ores long before the discovery of gold in
California, since that time it has been greatly improved in detail, and its capacity and efficiency increased,
hence what is...
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