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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 254 x 178
mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Candide by VoltaireBy VoltaireFULL
ENGLISH TRANSLATIONIntroduction by Philip LittellWilliam F. FlemingCandide, ou l Optimisme is a French satire
first published in 1759 by Voltaire, a philosopher of the Age of Enlightenment. The novella has been widely
translated, with English versions titled Candide: or, All for the Best (1759); Candide: or, The Optimist (1762); and
Candide: or, Optimism (1947). It begins with a young man, Candide, who is living a sheltered life in an Edenic
paradise and being indoctrinated with Leibnizian optimism (or simply optimism ) by his mentor, Professor
Pangloss. The work describes the abrupt cessation of this lifestyle, followed by Candide s slow, painful
disillusionment as he witnesses and experiences great hardships in the world. Voltaire concludes with Candide,
if not rejecting optimism outright, advocating a deeply practical precept, we must cultivate our garden, in lieu
of the Leibnizian mantra of Pangloss, all is for the best in the best of all possible worlds. Ever since 1759, when
Voltaire wrote Candide in ridicule of the notion that this is the best of all possible worlds, this world has been a
gayer place for readers. Voltaire wrote it in three days, and five or six generations have found that its laughter
does not grow old. Candide has not aged. Yet how diIerent the book would have looked if Voltaire had written
it a hundred and fiJy years later than 1759. It would have been, among other things, a book of sights and
sounds. A modern writer would have tried to catch and fix in words some of those Atlantic changes which broke
the Atlantic monotony of that voyage from Cadiz to Buenos Ayres. When Martin...
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