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first time from your cradle to this day that I have had occasion
to gainsay your word. And he turned in silence to the prisoner,
as though to await what farther he might urge. The promptness
of the young man s reply seemed rather to puzzle him; though
at length he said, It is no seeking of mine to promote your injury,
young man; but when your actions happen to rest at variance
with what you assert, I claim the advantage, so far as it is
essential to me, of the discrepancy. Can you deny you were
present with those who assailed my house? I cannot. How!
exclaimed the father; there, do you say? There, sir, said Walter,
but it was to stay the hands of those who meditated violence.
And at what costs I was there is not unknown to Colonel...
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