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is that, while the existence of a Personal Ruler of the Universe mast be assumed in order to render miracles
conceivable, the nobler the conception that is formed of each a Being the more incredible do miracles become,
and therefore the more probably false the documents which record them. And if the prophet be deceived when
he hath spoken a thing, | the Lord have deceived that prophet, and i will stretch oat my hand upon him, and will
destroy him.-Ezekiel xiv., 9. Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen, the rules of this Society implicitly permit the
speakers in any debate to bring forward arguments which they do not really trust, and to espouse, and even
earnestly urge, views and opinions to which they do not at all subscribe. And | think, Sir, the permission is a wisp
one, because the primary object of our Society is not by any means to refute error or disseminate truth. Its
ordinary function is far more modest. We meet to exercise ourselves and one another in debate, to cultivate the
art of public speaking, and to learn how to overcome that importunate bashfulness which is constantly pulling
at an inexperienced speaker s coat-tails while he is addressing an audience. But on an occasion like this, when a
subject is to be discussed which involves the dearest interests of so many whose opinions are entitled to the
highest respect, | beg you to believe that | shall endeavour to set the ration with absolute fairness before you,
that I shall adduce no argument which does not recommend itself by its soundness, and...
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