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judges, and more *Includes footnotes and a bibliography for further reading There were, | suppose, three
possible courses: to let the atrocities which had been committed go unpunished; to put the perpetrators to
death or punish them by executive action; or to try them. Which was it to be? Was it possible to let such
atrocities go unpunished? Could France, could Russia, could Holland, Belgium, Norway, Czechoslovakia, Poland
or Yugoslavia be expected to consent to such a course? . It will be remembered that after the first world war
alleged criminals were handed over to be tried by Germany, and what a farce that was! The majority got off
and such sentences as were inflicted were derisory and were soon remitted. - Baron Geoffrey Lawrence,
December 1946 At the end of World War I, the world was faced with some sobering statistics. With over
50,000,000 deaths when both military and civilian losses had been accounted for, the death toll was devastating,
and for many of those who lived in countries that had been ravaged by war, hunger and financial strain had
become parts of daily life. Furthermore, beyond the physical damage was the growing knowledge of the
atrocities that had been committed both before and during the war. In fact, the Allies were discussing how to
dole out justice for Axis war crimes as early as 1943, and once the war was over, it was time for the nations to
turn their attention on the judgment of the German leadership and its role in the death, destruction, and
demoralization they had brought to the world. This judgment took place at...
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