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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1840 edition. Excerpt: . dimensions, which is constructed of bamboo in small strips,
made smooth and round like wire. The pulp is continually agitated by other, hands, while one is taking up the
sheets, which are then laid upon smooth tables to dry. According to others, the paper is dried by placing the
newly made sheets upon a heated wall, and rubbing them with brushes until dry. This paper is unfit for writing
on with liquid ink, and is of a yellowish colour. The Chinese size it by dipping the sheets in a solution of fish glue
and alum, either during or aFer the first process of making it. The sheets are usually three feet and a half in
length, and two in breatflh. The fine paper used for letters is polished aFer sizing by rubbing it with smooth
stones. What is commonly known in this country under the name of Indian ink is nothing more than what the
Chinese manufacture for their own writing. The writing apparatus consists of a square of this ink; a little black
slab of schistus or slate,1 polished smooth, with a depression at one end to hold water; a small brush, or pencil
of rabbit s hair, inserted into a reed handle; and abundle of paper. These four articles, the ink the slab on which
it is rubbed, the writing Sized paper is not required in their printing, where the ink is of a thicker consistency. 1-
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