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illustrated. 1887 edition. Excerpt: . . . clear 3 red liquid be evaporated to a small bulk, little dark red, or nearly
black, crystals separate, and these when dried exhibit a fine greenish lustre resembling that of the wing-cases of
some beetles. The empirical formula of the compound is KMn04, and its name potassium permanganate. 4 The
body thus appears to differ from the manganate in but one particular, viz. , in containing an atom less of
potassium. We shall presently find, however, the theory requires the doubled 1 The production of the green
manganate serves as an excellent test for manganese. A little sodium carbonate is fused with the suspected
body, and a crystal of nitre added when the green colour is developed. 1 The addition of a little diluted
sulphuric acid hastens the change. The solution cannot be filtered through paper, as the latter decomposes the
red compound. Asbestus is the best filtering medium if any need be employed. 1 This is the essential constituent
of Condys disinfectant liquid, which is prepared on a large scale by a method identical n principle with that
followed above. Potassium Manganate and Permanganate. 153 formula K2Mn20M and the decomposition of
the manganate on boiling with water then is: --3(K2Mn04) 2H20 K2Mn208 MnOa 4KOH. The acid H2Mn204 and its
anhydride Mn207 have been obtained. The chief reason for doubling the empirical formula of potassium
permanganate is that, if written KMn04, we should be obliged to assume that in this particular compound
manganese acts...
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