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bright sunlight. Here Nature is convening a parliament at which the birds will all choose their mates. The three
tercel (male) eagles make their case for the hand of a formel (female) eagle until the birds of the lower estates
begin to protest and launch into a comic parliamentary debate, which Nature herself finally ends. None of the
tercels wins the formel, for at her request Nature allows her to put off her decision for another year (indeed,
female birds of prey often become sexually mature at one year of age, males only at two years). Nature, as the
ruling figure, in allowing the formel the...
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