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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Through the Wilderness to Richmond: A Paper Read
Before the Ohio Commandery of the Loyal Legion of the United States The cavalry of the Army of the Potomac
never set out upon a campaign in lighter marching order than that of 1864, when it took up the march toward
Richmond. One wagon to a regiment and two lead horses to each company constituted the transportation
equipment. It was generally realized by the troops that a campaign of unusual severity was before them; hence,
every man put as little burden upon himself and horse as possible, carrying nothing that he could do without. If
one had a preference for a blanket, he left behind his overcoat; or, if the overcoat was thought indispensable,
the blanket was thrown out. Cooking utensils were commonly reduced to a pint tincup and a half of a canteen,
which latter, with a stick split at one end for a handle, served for a frying and stewing pan. Yet some, who were
likely to mourn for the flesh pots of Egypt in the wilderness, clung fondly to a light skillet and a coffee-pot. On
the 4th of May, 1864, the camps around Culpepper Court-house were broken, and the columns were set in
motion for the Rapidan. Quietly the march was conducted; conversation was hot indulged in to any great
extent, every one being apparently occupied by his own reflections. The soil moved over had been the scene of
many a conflict, to which recollection recurred, and a fresh encounter was momentarily looked for, where the
foe had been so often met. Bivouacking for the night at Stony Mountain, the march was resumed...
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