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extremely beloved by the people on account of his resemblance
to his father. This, happening suddenly, was imputed to poison,
not only by the vulgar, fond of ascribing the death of illustrious
personages to extraordinary causes, but by the king and his
ministers. The Count de Montecuculi, an Italian nobleman,
cupbearer to the dauphin, being seized on suspicion w Mem. de
Bellay, 818, c. and put to the torture, openly charged the
imperial generals, Gonzago and Leyva, with having instigated
him to the commission of that crime; he even threw out some
indirect and obscure accusations against the emperor himself.
At a time wheiv all France was exasperated to the utmost
against Charles, this uncertain and extorted charge was
considered as an incontestable proof of guilt; while the
confidence with which both he and his officers asserted their
own innocence, together with the indignation, as...
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